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A Warm Welcome to St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

We're delighted you are here to worship with us. We pray your time today is spiritually enriching and
meaningful. If You Are New to St. John'’s:

Who We Are: St. John’s welcomes all people without discrimination, gathering to be strengthened by
Word, Sacraments, prayer, and community. Our mission:

— Share the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

— Reach out with friendship and witness.

— Bring hope and healing at home and abroad.

— Offer opportunities for worship, learning, fellowship, and service.

— Help all discover and share their God-given talents.

Children Are Welcome: Children are encouraged to come forward for the Children’s Message during
worship. “Busy Bags” with books and activities are available in the Children’s Corner (narthex) for
preschoolers through age 6.

Sunday School: Open to ages 3-12, September-June. Children begin in worship at 9:30 AM, hear a
Children’s Message, then depart for Sunday School, returning before the conclusion. On most first
Sundays, they remain for full worship.

Fellowship: Coffee and refreshments are served after most Sunday services in the narthex. Please join
us!

Restrooms: Located near the main entrance. A handicapped-accessible restroom is by the Dover Street
entrance.

Worship Assistance: Ushers and fellow worshipers are happy to help.

Pastoral Care: For confidential support, contact Pastor Marc Herbst (contact info above).
« Counseling: Lutheran Counseling Center, 132 Jefferson Ave., Mineola, 800-317-1173 or 516-741-
0994.
« Food Assistance: St. John’s Food Pantry (Tues 10-11:30 AM, Thurs 6-7:30 PM) and Community
Supper (Fri 5-6 PM) at the Dover Street entrance.
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18th Sunday after Pentecost ¢« September 27, 2026 at 9:30 AM

Rev. Marc Herbst, Presiding Minister

Dcn. Dave Ehlers, Deacon

Richard Meserole, Assisting Minister

Chris Gaeckel, Crucifer

Ellen Sevier, Lector

Carol Haberly, Organist

Arlene Lindemann & Ellen Sevier, Altar Guild

Scott Gumpert, Walter Kern, Michael Senato & Tara Wider, Ushers
Brenda Cavanagh & Tracy DeAngelis-Busch, Hospitality
Brenda Cavanagh, Audio Technician

Rosanna Biondo, Videographer

GATHERING - The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME

INTRODUCTION

Deacon: Jesus’ parable about two sons who don't do what they say reveals
surprises in the reign of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people
claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and
new life. Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our
lives for the sake of our needy world.

The assembly stands.
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at Baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Presider:
All:

Presider:

All:
Presider:

Presider:
All:

Presider:

All:

In the name of the Father, and of the =+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the =+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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GATHERING SONG: Gather Us In (ELW Hymn 532)
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1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now 1is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not i the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,

n o ! | ! 3

par . — e —

{anmmL | (* —— d— o » i

—- v o
van - ished a - way; see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - t'ry,
bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light 1s shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er wus 1n, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in, the
Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for -ev - er, gath-er us in and
n [ I | I \
75 | —— e o
f - = — s ! ’ !

J . r ’
blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak -en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low -ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us 1in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.
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GREETING

Presider: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Presider: Let us pray.
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us
your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us,
and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

All: Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD - God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

Lector:  Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of
what their parents were and did, or who think they cannot reverse their
own previous behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and live.

Page 6



Lector:

Lector:

Lector:
All:

A reading from the Prophet Ezekiel:

"' The word of the LORD came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating
this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten
sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge™? 3 As | live, says
the Lord GoD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel.
“Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of
the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die.

2> Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house
of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When
the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity,
they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed, they shall
die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they
have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their
life. 26 Because they considered and turned away from all the
transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they
shall not die. 2° Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is
unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that
are unfair?

30 Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according
to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 3' Cast away from
you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of
Israel? 32 For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord
Gob. Turn, then, and live.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 25:1-9

Lector:

Lector:

All:

Lector:

All:

Lector:

All:

Lector:

All:

Lector:

Please join me in reading from Psalm 25 responsively:

"To you, O LORD,
| lift up my soul.
>My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3 Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
* Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.
5Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have | trusted all the day long.
5 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
"Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love
and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
®You are gracious and upright, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.
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The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32

Deacon: After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus
begins teaching there. His authority is questioned by the religious
leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple.

Deacon:  The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew:
Glory to you, O Lord.

Deacon: 2°When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of
the people came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what
authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?”
24 Jesus said to them, “| will also ask you one question; if you tell me
the answer, then | will also tell you by what authority | do these things.
25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’
he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say,
‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a
prophet.” 2" So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to
them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these things.
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Deacon:
All:

26 “WWhat do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and
said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” ?° He answered, ‘I will
not,” but later he changed his mind and went. 3° The father went to the
second and said the same, and he answered, ‘| go, sir,” but he did not
go. ¥ Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you, the tax collectors and the
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. *2 For John
came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him,
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after
you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON

B\

You did not believe him

MT. 21:32
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The assembly stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY: Here | Am, Lord (ELW Hymn 574)
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1 “I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my peo - ple cry.
2 “l, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my peo - ple’s pain.
3 “I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
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All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
I have wept for love of them. They turn a - way.
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.
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I, who made the stars of night, I will make their dark-ness bright.
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love a - lone.
Fin-est bread 1 will pro-vide till their hearts be sat - is - fied.

Q # N ] I L I L N ) I | N

o s e e
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall 1 send?”
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall 1 send?”
I will give my life to them. Whom shall T send?”
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Here I am, Lord. Is it 1, Lord? I have heard you
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call-ing in the night I will go, Lord, if you
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lead me. I will hold your peo-plein my  heart.
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CREED

Assistant: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles' Creed:

All:

All:

All:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Assisting: Reminded of God's gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers,

confident that God hears us.

A brief silence.

Assisting: Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help

All:

us listen to the cries of those who have been unfairly hurt by the church
and dare to name difficult truths. Show all your love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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Assisting:

All:

Assisting:

All:

Assisting:

All:

Assisting:

All:

Assisting:

All:

Presider:

All:

You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise of a
better world through sustainable practices and respect for your
handiwork. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind them of
their call to use their authority for the sake of the common good. Give
them the gift of humility. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling. Calm
troubled hearts with your forgiveness. Help all those in need, especially
Maureen, Eleanore, Joy, Emily, June, Pastor Ken, Roseann, Neil, Jeff,
George, Anthony... Grant us your salvation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Change this congregation’s heart when we say no to your call. Open us
to courageous learning and service in our community, especially in new
or challenging places. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their work
and are at rest, especially Bruce. As we grieve, remind us of your
mercy so we may also give thanks. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and
whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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PEACE

Presider: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say,
"Peace be with you,” or similar words.

ofy

MEAL - God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

The assembly is seated.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in
need. During this time, the table is set. The Offertory Anthem accompanies the
gathering of the offering.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: You Are the Light

The assembly stands. Bread, wine, money and other gifts may be brought forward.
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PRESENTATION OF GIFTS and OFFERING SONG:
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW Hymn 182)
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

Assisting: Let us pray.

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use
our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our
neighbors, today and always.

All: Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

Presider:
All:

Presider:
All:

Presider:
All:

Presider:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Presider:

Presider:

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Presider:
All:

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Presider:

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry,
come!

The assembly is seated.
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

We welcome all baptized believers, regardless of faith tradition, to celebrate Holy
Communion at the Lord’s Table. Ushers will help guide all for the distribution of
Holy Communion. Unless instructed otherwise, worshipers will approach the altar
from the center aisle and, if able, kneel at the Altar Rail. The presiding minister will
distribute the consecrated hosts. An Assisting minister will offer individual cups of
consecrated red wine or white grape juice. Gluten-free consecrated hosts and
grape juice are readily available from the presiding minister upon request. (For
those with mobility issues, please notify an usher, and communion graciously will
be brought to you.) If you do not wish to receive Holy Communion, you are still
invited to come to the Lord’s Table to receive a blessing; kindly cross your arms to
aavise the presiding minister of your desire to be blessed. Following receipt of
Holy Communion, the communed worshipers may discard the empty communion
cups, and then return to their places via the side aisles.

COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
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COMMUNION HYMN: Just a Closer Walk with Thee (ELW Hymn 697)
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11 am weak but thou art strong: Je - sus, keep me from all wrong;
2 Through this world of toil and snares, if I fal-ter,Lord, who cares?
3 When my fee-ble life is o’er, time for me will be no more;
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'l be sat-is-fied as long as 1 walk, let me walk close to thee.
Who with me my bur-den shares? None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.
guide me gent-ly, safe-ly o’er to thy king - domshore, to thy shore.

The assembly stands.

TABLE BLESSING

Presider: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.
All: Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Assisting: Let us pray.
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy
and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a
needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

All: Amen.

The assembly is seated.

SENDING - God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Presider: Let us pray.
Almighty God, by the love of Jesus Christ, you draw people to yourself
and welcome them into the household of faith. May we show your joy
by embracing new brothers and sisters as we bear your creative and
redeeming word to all the world. Keep us close together in your Spirit,
in the breaking of bread and the prayers, and in service to others,
following the example of Jesus Christ, our servant and Lord.

All: Amen.

The assembly stands.

BENEDICTION

Presider: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and +F give you peace.
All: Amen.
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SENDING HYMN: Lord of All Hopefulness (ELW Hymn 765)
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I Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of all joy,
2 Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,
3 Lord of all kind - Ii - ness, Lord of all grace,
4 Lord of all gen - tle - ness, Lord of all calm,
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whose trust, ev - er child - like, no «cares could de - stroy:
whose strong hands were skilled at  the plane and the lathe:
your hands swift to wel - come, your arms to em - brace:
whose voice  1s con - tent-ment, whose pres-ence 1s balm:
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be there at our wak - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our la - bors, and give us, we pray,
be there at our hom - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
your strength in  our  hearts, Lord, at the noon of  the day.
your love in our  hearts, Lord, at the eve of  the day.
your peace In our  hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.
DISMISSAL

Assisting: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
All: Thanks be to God.
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PRAYERS OF COMFORT AND HEALING

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God (Philippians 4:6).

We invite you to share the names of those for whom you would like the
congregation to pray. Please provide the individual’s first and last name, along
with your own, so that we may offer both clear communication and caring pastoral
support. We will gladly pray for everyone entrusted to us; however, only requests
that include the full names of the requester and the person being prayed for will be
printed in the bulletin. Unless renewed, individual prayer petitions will remain on
our printed list for three consecutive weeks.

ASSISTED CARE/HOMEBOUND: Maureen Benkert, Eleanore French, Joy
Garvin, Emily Kienle, June Novelle (sister-in-law of Norma Osswald), Pastor Ken
Schnepp

HOSPITALIZATION/ILLNESS/MEDICAL CARE: Roseanne Brostowski (sister of
Chris Koentje and Dorothy DeBiccari), Neil Corkhill, Jeff Ferris, George Nemeth
(cousin of Carol Torns), Anthony Saccente (son of Anna and Dennis Saccente)

GRIEF: Family and Friends of Bruce Goelz (stepson of Pastor Bob Kasting)

SEPTEMBER 27 — WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS:

HOLY COMMUNION OPTIONS...The body and blood of Christ are available to all
believers, even those with dietary and health concerns. Please ask the
communion ministers to share gluten-free hosts. White grape juice is also
available if desired.

2026-27 CONFIRMATION CLASSES STARTS TODAY!...Following today’s
worship, all students and parents are invited to Pastor’s study for an introductory
session.
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' BLESSING OF THE PETS$ *

Please Join Us
Sunday, October 4,2026 at 11:00 AM

V%w« R “@?{B‘M; A‘i\"%‘%ﬂ i &%‘@ 4\ M@’*‘ *ﬂw ’uf Ia 2
Annual Outdoor Worship Service

St. John’s Lutheran Church
36 East John Street
Lindenhurst, NY
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YOU'VE GOT TO KNOW WHEN TO HOLD ‘EM...The Ladies Aid Society is
playing cards on Wednesday, September 30, at 1:00 PM. Please contact Gritta
Lawlor (631-671-1038) for more information.

ST. JOHN’S PICTORIAL DIRECTORY NEWS...Please sign up for your St. John's
150th Anniversary Pictorial Directory portraits today — before and after the Worship
Service in the Narthex. Gritta Lawlor will be happy to schedule your portrait
appointment on either Thursday, October 1, Friday, October 2, or Saturday,
October 3. When you have your portrait taken at St. John’s, you will receive the
150th St. John'’s Pictorial Directory at no charge, as well as a free 8" x 11” color
portrait. You may also purchase additional photos, which could make great
Christmas gift ideas. You may also schedule your appointment by going to the
website: www.ucdir.com, then typing in our Church Code: NY153, then for the
password: stjohn1

CHANGE IS IN THE AIR... You can feel the crispness in the air with the arrival of
autumn! We have also entered a new programmatic year for our church activities,
and next Sunday, October 4, we will introduce a new musical setting for our worship.
Our liturgy will follow “Setting Eight” in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. If
you would like to reacquaint yourself with the music before next Sunday, feel free to
peruse the hymnals in the pew racks. We look forward to lifting our voices together
in this setting!

BLESSING OF PETS...St. John’s will hold its annual outdoor Blessing of Pets
worship service on Sunday, October 4, at 11:00 AM. This follows our traditional indoor
9:30 AM worship service. Please bring your favorite feathered, furry, or scaled friends
for the outdoor worship!

FIFTY PLUS OKTOBERFEST...The annual Oktoberfest for the Fifty Plus group
will be held Tuesday, October 6, beginning at 12:00 PM, at The Villa Pizza on 255
South Wellwood Avenue, Lindenhurst. There is parking at the rear entrance on 1st
Street. Please call Phyllis Gozley (631-226-5716) to make your reservations. We
hope you will join us at our “Italian Oktoberfest”.

Page 24



SENIOR CHOIR PRACTICE...The next scheduled rehearsal for the senior choir is
Wednesday, October 7, at 7:00 PM, in the choir room.

SUNDAY CHOIR PRACTICE BEGINS...The Sunday morning choir rehearsals for
the junior and cherub choirs begin on Sunday, October 18. The junior choir meets
at 9:00 AM, and the cherubs meet immediately following worship.

OKTOBERFEST COMING SOON!...We look forward to celebrating an
Oktoberfest Sauerbraten Dinner on Saturday, October 25. More details are coming
soon!

CLOUD OF WITNESSES...St. John’s will celebrate All Saints Sunday on Sunday,
November 1, as we remember the faithful who have died since last year’s
observance. During worship, we will honor them in the Liturgy of the Saints, give
thanks for their lives, and rejoice in God’s promise of resurrection and eternal life.
The names of those we have grieved during the past year will be included in our
prayers. If you have other loved ones you would like remembered on All Saints
Sunday, please add their names to the list in the narthex.

ARE YOU ON A ST. JOHN’S COMMITTEE OR ORGANIZATION?...If so, please
mark your calendar for Sunday, November 1, directly after the Worship Service, as
we will be taking photos of each St. John’s Committee and organization within the
Church. The specific schedule for the November 1 photos of each Committee

and Organization will be available soon.

CHRISTMAS IS COMING!...And so is our annual Holiday Craft Fair! Mark your
calendars for Saturday, November 14, between 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM.

WHAT STAR IS THIS?...Find out. Join us for a visit to the Vanderbilt Planetarium on
Sunday, December 13, at 1:00 PM, for a special viewing of the Season of Light
show. Tickets will be on sale soon.
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WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

150 Sunday after Pentecost 70 (9/6/26) 75 (9/7/25)
16" Sunday after Pentecost 79 (9/13/26) 70 (9/14/25)
17t Sunday after Pentecost 91 (9/20/26) 103 (9/21/25)

NEXT WEEK’S LESSONS - 19th Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 5:1-7 « Psalm 80:7-15 « Matthew 21:33-46

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY - October 4, 2026

Rev. Marc Herbst, Presiding Minister

Dcn. Kerrianne Wilmer, Deacon

Dcn. Dave Ehlers, Assisting Minister

Rich Meserole, Crucifer

Tracy DeAngelis-Busch, Lector

Carol Haberly, Organist

Nancy Auletta-Schnepp & Arlene Lindemann, Altar Guild
Scott Gumpert, Walter Kern, Michael Senato & Tara Wider, Ushers
Brenda Cavanagh & Tracy DeAngelis-Busch, Hospitality
Brenda Cavanagh, Audio Technician

Rosanna Biondo, Videographer

OHN'S EVANGELIc,
ST.) JTHERAN CHURCyy ]
N 0F LlNDENHURST s

SN 0026 222 \
SELEBRATING 150 YEAR 2

FEBRUARY 27,2026
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BUILDING FOR
< OUR FUTURE

150 Years of Ministry...
and We're Just Getting Started!

~=>Tce=—

As we celebrate St. John’s 150th Anniversary, we are not only
remembering where we have been. We are looking ahead to where
God is leading us next.
Our Anniversary Capital Campaign gives us an opportunity to make important
improvements to our church home and strengthen the ministries that happen here
every week.

What should our priorities be?

Y
N
— <
Enhancing Welcoming Strengthening
Our Worship All Who Enter Our Ministries
[] Upgrade the sanctuary [] Restore our front ] Upgrade building and
sound system church doors equipment for our
; . Food Pant Thrift Sh
[] Make repairs to our [] Remodel and improve A e
pipe organ our restrooms [] Replace classroom and
. office window(s)
[] Install sanctuary and [] Enhance landscaping Y
narthex carpeting and the appearance [] Addre.ss.other building
of our church grounds and ministry needs
as funds permit
A welcoming and inspiring A place where everyone A stronger church to serve
space to encounter God feels at home. our members and
together. our community.

What are we missing? |
We want to hear from you! What improvements would help St. John’s ‘
better worship, welcome, teach, serve, and minister to our community?

v/ MY IDEA FOR ST. JOHN’S FUTURE:

T Msl Name (optional):

Please place this form in the offering plate or return it to the Church Office.

Together, we are caring for the church entrusted to us
and preparing it for those who will follow. <><
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE (September 27 — October 4):

Today:

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:

Sunday:

18th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Worship with Holy Communion @ 9:30 AM
Sunday School Classes @ 9:30 AM

Coffee & Refreshments @ 10:40 AM
Confirmation Class @ 10:45 AM

Bible Study @ 10:00 AM

Gamblers Anonymous @ 7:30 PM

Food Pantry Open 10:00 — 11:30 AM

Thrift Shoppe is open 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) @ 6:00 PM
Ladies Aid Society Social @ 1:00 PM

Girl Scout Troop 1746 @ 6:00 PM

150t Pictorial Directory Sessions 2:00 - 8:30 PM
Food Pantry Open 6:00 — 7:30 PM

150t Pictorial Directory Sessions 2:00 - 8:45 PM
Community Supper @ 5:00 PM

Discipleship Committee @ 6:15 PM

“Sew What?!” @ 9:00 AM

150t Pictorial Directory Sessions 10:00 AM — 4:45 PM
Thrift Shoppe Open 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

19th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Worship with Holy Communion @ 9:30 AM
Sunday School Classes @ 9:30 AM

Coffee & Refreshments @ 10:40 AM

Blessing of Pets @ 11:00 AM
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